Universidade de Lisboa
Instituto Superior de Economia e Gestao
Departamento de Ciéncias Sociais
Seccao de Sociologia

SOCIOLOGY

(SYLLABUS)

Academic Year 2018/2019




Professor Class Info —

Rafael Marques 1** Semester 2018/2019
Departamento de Ciéncias Sociais
Seccdo de Sociologia E02

Mon (16:30-18:00) 106 (F2)
Phone Fri (15:30-17:30) 105 (F2)
213925938
Ext: 465938 EO1

Mon (16:30-18:00) 103 (F2)
Email Fri (13:30-15:30) 103 (F2)

rmarques @iseg.ulisboa.pt
Gabinete 213 — Rua Miguel Lupi - By
appointment

Overview:

This course provides a short introduction to the sociological endeavour as both an
academic/scientific discipline and a perspective through which to view and analyze the social
world. During the semester, the students will be exposed to classical and contemporary
sociological theories, sociological concepts and basic social sciences vocabulary. The
sociological framework will be applied to the study of social groups, organizations, social
processes, institutions and common social problems. Sociology will give us tools do demystify
taken for granted assumptions, clarify social paradoxes, illustrate the uses and misuses of social
labels and common speeches. The entire course will be a work in progress application of the
“sociological imagination” to some of the social issues that dominate the current world.

Course Description and Goals:

In its most basic form, Sociology is the scientific study of human groups, organizations
and societies and the patterns of interchange between them. In this course, we will
examine the major questions that guide sociological analysis. We will also practice
applied sociology by exploring our everyday social worlds and the invisible or taken-
for-granted social forces that shape it. Sociologists are concerned with a vast array of
topics and they approach the investigation of these topics in numerous ways. This
course will introduce you to the field by focusing on several important sociological
topics, including socialization, culture, the social construction of knowledge, inequality,
race and ethnic relations, poverty, and diversified political and economic issues.

Influential sociological studies have focused on everything from how people try to look
their best in face-to-face interactions, to how various inequalities shape identities and
social conditions, to how the system of liberal capitalism came to dominate the world.
They have sought answers to various puzzles of social life through creative and
sometimes controversial methods - living on the streets, simulating prison conditions on
a college campus, collecting questionnaires from thousands of random people in the
phonebook, or conducting interviews with their most intimate personal acquaintances.



This course will introduce and draw you into sociological ways of seeing the world,
provide you with tools for understanding your own social position and the conditions in
which you live. It will introduce you to the field by focusing on several important
sociological topics, including socialization, culture, the social construction of
knowledge, inequality, race and ethnic relations, poverty, and political sociology.

Aims:
At the end of this course you should have:

¢ An understanding of the main sociological perspectives;

¢ An understanding of the most important classical and contemporary sociological
theories;

e The ability to apply these perspectives to understand society generally, as well
as to understand the causes and consequences of various social problems;

e The ability to critically consider the important role of social interaction in
shaping our lives;

e The capacity to develop your "sociological imagination", applying a critical
perspective to view various crosscutting social circles (family, school,
workplace, hometown, country, etc.) with a greater understanding of individual,
group and societal processes.

e The capacity to master the basic conceptual tools of sociological inquiry,
including the ability to identify a sociological problem, to pose theoretical
questions and engage with current debates, and to learn methods of data
collection and presentation.

e The awareness to expand knowledge of specific events, groups, historical
periods and economic, political, and social trends, focusing on subject areas that
resonate with and expand your own interests.

Course Outline

e The Sociological Lexicon. Some important Concepts. Sociology as the science
of social paradoxes. What is “Sociological Imagination”?

e The rise of the sociological endeavour. Reacting against the contractual
founding myths. The three revolutions and the shaping of a critical perspective.

e The truth is not out there. The Day to day life and dramaturgy. The Presentation
of Self and the Social Construction of Reality. Are Emotions mature for
sociological analysis?

e Rationality in Social Life. The Identity Conundrum. Shaping factors of
allegiance and Identification.

e The Time Factor and the Acceleration Thesis. Memories, Prediction abilities and
ucronian devices.

e Discussing Modernity and its nemesis: anomie, alienation, public opinion,
tragedy of culture,“aurea mediocritas” and the Iron Cage of Rationality

e Power, Authority, Control and Discipline: Regulating Societies. Inequalities and
Mobilities: Reproduction and Social Standings.

e Crime, Violence and Deviance: The Social Construction of Margins. From
Lombroso to Labelling.



e Religion and Society. Historical and functional analysis. Elementary forms and
the elective affinities between capitalism and Protestantism. Redefining
Boundaries in Sociological Thought.

e Technology and Society: Risks and Uncertainties. Living on the Edge. The
Declining Trust Problem.

® Dynamics of Change in Contemporary Societies: Social Movements,
Revolutions and Globalization.
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Texts, Books, and assignments will be available at the Course Web Page

Students should also use the databases available at ISEG’s web page, namely:

ABI-Inform
Econlit
JSTOR
B-On
SCOPUS

These databases provide access either to abstracts of some of the most important
sociological journals or to full text articles.

Evaluation and Grading

The evaluation of the course is framed by the “Principios Gerais sobre a
Avaliacdo de Conhecimentos”. The specific rules for this course are:

The final grade will result from the weighted average of a research
group project (65%) to be presented in one of the final four classes of
the course and class participation (35%). Class participation involves
comments on texts discussed in class (available at the course webpage)
and an individual report on a sociological paradox chosen by each
student under teacher’s supervision. The themes for the group project
will be distributed at the beginning of the semester. The students who
choose not to participate in classes and fail to present the group
assignment may opt for the final exam. The same situation applies to all
students with grades inferior to 9.5 after weighting the group assignment
and participation marks. No auxiliary means are allowed, during the
final exam.
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